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Meet Us in St. Louis! 
by Mike Peter 

On March 31- April 2, 2017 the AHPS will 

hold our annual convention in St Louis, MO. 

 A extremely fun and informational 

weekend is planned for our membership.  Notable 

speakers have been lined up and will include: 

 Dr. Heinrich Heissinger:  Durheim Issues 

 Bruce Marsden:  Campione 

 Mike Peter:  You want to Exhibit 

Switzerland? Let's get started. 

 Dick Hall:  So you think your Pro Juventute 

collection is complete? 

 George Struble:  Swiss Airmail Postage Rates 

to the USA 

 Marcus and Gottfried Honneger:  To be 

announced (subject to change and not confirmed) 

These talks will be scattered throughout the days 

on Friday and Saturday. 

 By the looks of it, something for everyone. 

Our membership meeting will be held on 

Saturday. 

 Socially:  

 We will have a complimentary Hospitality 

Suite open Friday and Saturday Nights whenever 

AHPS and Show functions are completed. 
 

 Friday Night will feature a AHPS Social 

Dinner at a local establishment.( Mike Peter,  

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com is taking reser-

vations). 

 Saturday night: Palmares Dinner at Hotel 

 Sunday Morning: Our regular swap session in 

our Hospitality Suite. 

 The exhibition and meetings are all at the 

St Louis Airport Renaissance (a Marriott hotel) at 

a reduced Show rate-$89/night.  (Mention you are 

part of the EXPO to get special rate.  I was not 

able to make reservations online, but easily by 

phone: 314-492-1100 - Ed.)  Shuttle service is 

available to/from the Hotel.  Prospectus and 

Entry forms need to be mailed in ASAP.  The 

show website www.stlouisstampexpo.org has 

them.  Southwest and Delta Airlines both fly into 

St Louis with great rates if you plan ahead. 

 Our goal is to make our 2017 Convention 

the best we have ever had.  However, your 

presence is required.  Let's fill up the frames with 

Swiss exhibits and come and meet us in St. louis 

for a wonderful and fun filled weekend.  The 

hobby is not only about stamps and covers.  Meet 

people with similar interests and rekindle 

relationships already formed.  We have a great 

group; take advantage of it! 
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UN Expo 17 
 An invitation from the United Nations Phi-

latelists:  

 "The United Nations Philatelists, Inc. 

(UNPI) is pleased to announce a joint effort with 

the American Philatelic Society (APS) to present a 

one-time special World Series of Philately (WSP) 

exhibition devoted to United Nations (U.N.) phi-

lately at APS headquarters in the American Phila-

telic Center in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 

from October 27 through 28, 2017. 

 "We especially wish to formally invite the 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society (AHPS) and 

its members throughout the world, to join us in 

celebrating and participating in this exceptional 

event. As the seat of the League of Nations and the 

United Nations Office in Geneva, we recognize the 

importance of Switzerland in the philately of the 

United Nations. 

 "This exhibition, UNExpo17, will showcase 

the broad cultural and historically rich scope of 

U.N. philately. Included are: Forerunners to inter-

national organization; the League of Nations; U.N. 

offices in New York, Geneva, and Vienna; U.N. 

agencies and associated organizations worldwide; 

and/or U.N. related theme exhibits in more than 

100 frames (1600 pages). The unparalleled quality 

and diversity of the exhibits displayed is sure to be 

a highlight for anyone interested in U.N. philately. 

 "Competitive exhibits will vie for eight lev-

els of awards in this unique APS World Series of 

Philately (WSP) national level exhibition. The 

grand award winner will be eligible to participate 

in the annual APS Champion of Champions com-

petition at APS StampShow 2018, August 9-12, 

2018, in Columbus, Ohio. The grand award winner 

of the single frame competition will be eligible to 

participate in the annual APS Ameristamp Expo in 

Birmingham, Ala., Feb. 23-25, 2018. 

 "There will be much for the U.N. collector 

to see and do at UNExpo17. The annual UNPI 

meeting is open to show attendees and includes a 

club meeting with special U.N. related presenta-

tions by UNPI members. 

 "Special guests from United Nations head-

quarters in New York will attend and best of all, 

the U.N. Postal Administration will not only at-

tend, but has hinted at something special being 

planned in honor of UNExpo17. 

 "A 20 dealer bourse with specialized United 

Nations material will assure a well-rounded selec-

tion of U.N. stamps, stationery and postal history 

is available. 

 "UNExpo17 promises to be a wonderful 

U.N. extravaganza and we invite all interested 

AHPS members to attend as well as to enter their 

U.N. related exhibits in the competition or submit 

non-competitive frames for display only. We hope 

to see many of you at this extraordinary show to 

explore United Nations philately at its best. 

 "Exhibitors may also send their exhibits 

directly to APS headquarters for delivery ease and 

security purposes. More information on this option 

will be forthcoming.  Visit the UNEXPO17 

(http://www.unexpo17.com) website for more in-

formation as we draw closer to the date of the 

show. 

 

 

President's Column 
by Roger Heath 

 Philately is not a spectator sport.  Whether 

you acquire a broad range of items or focus on sin-

gle topics, each of you has something to learn, and 

each of you has something to share.  Philatelic tra-

dition is both enriched and sustained by your par-

ticipation. 

 Our annual convention is a natural place to 

share, because it puts you in touch with other 

Swiss collectors who can appreciate your efforts!  

Elsewhere in TELL you will see that this year we 

meet in St Louis, 31 March to 2 April.  Last August 

we attracted 14 AHPS members to StampShow 

where we had meetings, met for lunches and din-

ners, and enjoyed various opportunities to discuss 

Swiss philately together.  It was worth every mi-

nute!  Plan now for a great weekend of philatelic 

camaraderie in St Louis.  I hope to meet many of 

our Midwest members for the first time, and en-

courage you to bring something to share. 

 So, you’ve been collecting for a quarter cen-

tury, more or less, and by this time you really have 

a lot of knowledge about your collection.  How do 

you share it?  With family?  With friends?  With 

local stamp club members?  Or, do your collections 

remain in albums and folders waiting for the next 

acquisition?  If that’s your situation, it’s time to 

organize a special area of interest and prepare a 

small exhibit to share with other Swiss collectors!  

A single frame exhibit, 16 pages, is an excellent 

starting point. 

http://www.unexpo17.com/
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 Without concern for the imposing Rules, 

Regulations, and Categories of national exhibiting, 

prepare what you really like.  Present your exhibit 

in an attractive manner, drawing in others to view 

your pages.  Some collectors seem to be scared of 

the ”pressure” to achieve gold medals.  This atti-

tude will only hold them back and will be their ex-

cuse for not sharing anything they have learned 

while collecting.  Gold medals are nice, but stimu-

lating someone to ask for more detail on parts of 

your exhibit is as rewarding as collecting medals.  

Sharing works both ways as viewers contribute to 

your knowledge base with helpful responses and 

useful information.  Perusing the range of exhibits 

at exhibitions can trigger ideas of your own, as 

well as model techniques to make your exhibits 

more compelling. 

 Last August Richard Frajola announced on 

his chat board that he was hosting an online exhi-

bition for single framers [16 pages] with an Octo-

ber 1 deadline.  He received 96 exhibits! While 

some have incredible items – true rarities, others 

were created by first time exhibiters.  A 13 year old 

created one of them, and I challenge you to find it!  

Guess what rules applied?  None.  The only rule 

was to show your material with no regard for 

rules.  Sure, some are Grand Prix, both nationally 

and internationally, but overall the exhibits were a 

labor of philatelic love.  Use the ”Exhibits” link on 

this page to view incredible multiple frame exhib-

its. 

 http://www.rfrajola.com/pdr2016/pdr2016.htm 

 While on the website, examine the exhibits 

that look interesting to you.  I wager you will say 

to yourself, ”I can do that!”  Exhibiting will in-

crease the scope and knowledge of your collecting.  

I visited shows in San Francisco for years, and, 

after being prodded by my mentor Chuck 

LaBlonde, created my first exhibit.  Building on 

what I thought an exhibit looked like, and exam-

ples I could find online circa 2003, I took the leap 

into exhibiting.  I entered numerous AHPS and 

APS shows and received important feedback, some 

of which I used to make changes.  This introduc-

tion to exhibiting taught me what I needed to find 

to make my collection better and more complete. 

I’m glad I started, and you will be, too!  

 Exhibitors see the trees; judges see the for-

est.  Sometimes judges ask if some of your trees 

really belong in the forest you created!  They will 

visit one-on-one at your exhibit and give detailed 

information on how you can improve the exhibit 

design, or will guide you to an understanding of 

the type of philatelic material that will make your 

exhibit better.  You will also find many fellow ex-

hibitors willing to help you present your collection 

the way you hope.  If you do not take the first step, 

they cannot help. 

 Mike Peter is putting together a program 

for St. Louis where anyone can share material or 

ask questions.  These Show and Tells are an im-

portant focus at our annual gatherings, because 

our members bring such interesting items to view.  

There will be slide presentations on different topics 

which always lead to questions and answers that 

are often relevant to anyone’s collecting habits and 

areas of study.  If you wish to put together a 

presentation, please contact Mike, and when you 

come to St Louis, bring something to share.  It is 

really educational to see some of these items, even 

though they are from collecting areas other than 

your own. 

 Another way to share your philatelic inter-

ests is by borrowing a slide show from our library 

for presentation at a local or regional philatelic 

meeting.  Contact our Audio Visual Chairman Da-

na Nielsen for a list of available topics.  Recently 

David Durham presented a show to 30 members of 

the Rochester (NY) Philatelic Association.  See 

Dana’s contact information in TELL. 

 For those of you who are more comfortable 

writing, try your hand at creating short articles for 

TELL. George Struble, our editor, is very much in 

need of original articles in English about any as-

pect of Swiss philately.  This is an excellent way to 

share your interest and research with others, and 

probably make connections with fellow collectors.  

Your article can present individual items, or a se-

ries of stamps, cancels, postal history, etc, etc, etc.  

TELL is what YOU make it, and with fewer mem-

bers contributing, getting out TELL with other 

than republished articles from the UK and Swit-

zerland is a challenge for George!  Translating is 

not the job of an editor; it is too much additional 

work.  Besides, TELL is the journal of the Ameri-

can Helvetia Philatelic Society and is the vehicle 

for American collectors to share with others.  Your 

contributions are its life blood.  Without your par-

ticipation, TELL cannot exist.  Don’t let that hap-

pen. 

 Sharing offers many paths to the same goal 

– personal enjoyment, boosting the knowledge of 

other collectors, and contributing to our communi-

ty.  I look forward to seeing your contributions in 

TELL and the exhibit halls. 

http://www.rfrajola.com/pdr2016/pdr2016.htm


4  TELL   January 2017 

Philatelists to the magnifying glass!  

Plate Flaws of the 15 cts. Cross & Numeral 
by Roberto Lopez 

This article was published in the Arbeitsgemeinschaft Schweiz, issue 71, in 2011.  It is reprinted here with 
the gracious permission of Arbeitsgemeinschaft Schweiz and the author.  The translation is by Tim 
Gimmel. 

 The 15 cts. Cross and Numeral issues are interesting not 

only because of their color nuances, but also because of the quasi 

"non-existence" of plate flaws, despite a printing period of about 

seven years (from April 1882 to December 1889). 

 It must be admitted that because of  the color of this issue, 

and especially the light shade – and thus the lack of contrast with 

the white paper - the search is not necessarily easy. 

 If we study the work of Mr. Raymond Roux and the 

Zumstein special catalog, we will confirm that so far only one plate 

flaw is described.  There is a strong colorless line from bottom left 

to the right edge (G1-2 and F5-6) (Figs. 1 and 2).  This cliché defect 

is only known on canceled stamps, and during a period from 1885 

to 1888. 

 This cliché error 

is no longer to be found 

on the 64A. The defec-

tive cliché was certainly 

replaced when the color 

changed from yellow to 

purple. Are there other 

cliché or plate flaws? 

When examining these 

yellow stamps we can 

discover several cliché 

errors. Most 

of these "va-

rieties" can be found mainly on white paper. 

 The first discovery is an interruption on the 

outer right edge to the right of the F of FRANCO on 

a 57b (C6). The same variety can be found also on 

another  57b, with practically the same defect (but at an earlier stage). The break is not as clear as on the 

first stamp. Many of these errors are evolutionary, that is, they develop gradually over time with use. The 

reason is the relatively soft material of the brass clichés, which wear out or break during the printing (Figs. 

3 to 6). 

This article uses a coordinate sys-

tem to identify the locations of the 

plate flaws.  This diagram shows 

the grid.  Also, be aware that the 

contrast in stamp illustrations has 

been enhanced so you can see the 

features on the stamps.  As noted 

in the article, the yellow color 

makes it very difficult to see the 

design. 

 
 

 

 
 

◄Fig. 1.  Cliché 
error:  colorless 
line near the 
bottom 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 2.  En-
larged lower 
part of the 
stamp  ▼ 

 Fig. 3: Cliché error right 

 
Fig.: 4 Enlarged 

 

 Fig. 5: Cliché error right 

Fig.: 6 Enlarged 

 

◄ Fig. 3.  Cliché error right. 
 
 

                      Fig. 4.  Enlarged ▼ 

◄ Fig. 5.  Cliché error right. 

 
                    Fig. 6.  Enlarged ▼ 



January 2017   5   TELL  

 On a 63Aa there is another cliché error. There is a break in the upper line of the small ornament to 

the right of the digit 5 (E5). In addition, we were able to find a second stamp with the same flaw.  We can 

conclude from the data that (theoretically) the error should occur from February 1888 until March 15, 1890 

(Figs. 7 to 10). Such a small cliché error is easily overlooked, especially when it occurs in the light shade, as 

in 63Ab.   

 

 In the other four cliché errors we have not yet found a second stamp of the same variety. The third 

cliché error is a white spot in the "1" (F3) and another spot in the "5" (E4) on a 63Aa (Figs. 11 and 12).  

These colorless spots are like those on the 5 Rp., 65B, 7th issue and 6th reprinting, variety number 52, that 

were discovered by Raymond Roux (JPhS / SBZ 06.07.1987, page 161). 

 

 The fourth cliché error, again on a 57a, shows a colorless spot in the lower right triangle (FG5-6). 

This variety is the same as that on the 65B, 6th issue, 5. reprinting, variety number 24 (Figs. 13 and 14). 

 On a 57b we find the fifth cliché error, with a colorless spot in the upper right triangle (B5-6) (Figs. 

15 and 16). 

 Again on a 57b, we find a  sixth cliché error, an indented border (lower right border) (G5) (Figs. 17 

and 18). 

 

 

◄ Fig. 7.  Cliché error to the 
right of the digit 5 
 

              Fig. 8.  Enlarged ▼ 

        

◄ Fig. 9.  As above, second 
copy 
 
              Fig. 10.  Enlarged  ▼ 

         

 

◄ Fig. 11.  Cliché errors 
contained in paragraphs 
above 
 

            Fig. 12.  Enlarged ▼ 

        

◄ Fig. 13.  Cliché error in the 
lower corner 
 

          Fig. 14.  Enlarged ▼ 

       

 

◄ Fig. 15.  Cliché error in 
the upper corner 
 
 

         Fig. 16.  Enlarged ▼ 

       

◄ Fig. 17.  Cliché error: 
broken edge 
 
 

 
 
 
            Fig.  18.  Enlarged ▼ 

 

 



6  TELL   January 2017 

 In Fig. 19, you will find a compilation of all the cliché errors described here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description of the compilation (Fig. 19): 

1. Strong colorless line from bottom left to the right edge (G1-2 and F5-6); found from 1885 to 1888 

2. Colorless spot in the upper right triangle (B5-6) 

3.  Break in the right outer edge beside the "F" in FRANCO (C6); two stages known  

4. Break in the upper part of the right ornament (E5) 

5. Colorless spot in lower right triangle (FG5-6) 

6. Indented lower right border (G5) 

7. Colorless spot in the "1" (F3) and colorless spot on the "5" (E4) 

 Many thanks to the philatelists, who have taken the trouble to report their findings to me. Should 

you find a new error, please send a scan or a good color copy to the address of the author or send an email 

to: roberto_lopez@bluewin.ch 

 

Sources: 
• Die Buchdruckausgabe 1882 im Ziffermuster, M. Schio, 1968, Verlag Zumstein & Cie. 

• Zumstein Specialized Catalogue, 25th edition, 2000. 

• "Étude de défauts de cliché de l’émission 'Chiffre et Croix', de 1882 à 1907", Raymond Roux, JPhS/ 

SBZ 9/1985, 11/1985, 4/1986, 1/1987, 3/1987, 6-7/1987, 8/1987, 10/1987, 1/1988 and 4/1988. 

• "Philatélistes, à vos compte-fils! Les défauts de cliché du 15 cts jaune de l’émission  'Chiffre et Croix' ", 

R. Lopez et A. Roueche, JPhS/SBZ 9/2009, p. 326-327. 

• "Philatélistes, à vos compte-fils! Les défauts de cliché du 15 cts jaune de l’émission 'Chiffre et Croix' 

(2ème partie)", R. Lopez et A. Roueche, JPhS/SBZ 11/2009, p. 452-453. 

 

Fig. 19.  Summary of known 
cliché errors on the 15 cts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



January 2017   7   TELL  

A Unique Swiss Censor Mark? 
by Charles LaBlonde (with many thanks to Georges Schild and †Reinhard Stutz) 

 Switzerland was a little reluctant to establish postal censorship during World War II.  With its tra-

dition of neutrality, privacy and secrecy, Switzerland was just not a very likely candidate to censor the 

mail.  And indeed Switzerland did not initiate censorship until well into World War II.  The necessity for 

censorship was caused by the thousands of Polish and other refugees who descended upon Switzerland 

from early 1940 onward.  There was a certain amount of agitation in the various internment camps and 

that worried the Swiss. 

 Censorship in Switzerland was also justified on the basis of the country’s precarious position with 

respect to Germany.  The Swiss tried to protect their neutrality while, at the same time, preventing intern-

ees in Switzerland from plotting sabotage in other countries.  Also worrying the Swiss were possible mass 

escapes being organized by foreign countries via their embassies and legations in Switzerland. 

 Officially, Swiss censorship started on 26 June 1940.  There had been repeated problems in one of 

the camps with a radical Communist internee who was spreading propaganda and corresponding directly 

with Moscow.  The details were specified in a letter from the Swiss Federal Justice and Police Department: 

Further, we have instituted general postal control at all camps.  All mail destined for 

camp occupants will be delivered to the camp director who has authority to open it.  

All outgoing mail must be brought unsealed to the camp director for censorship and 

transport to the post office.  Camp occupants are forbidden to mail anything to them-

selves.  In order for postal censorship to work it must be carried out by trained and 

experienced people.   This poses a problem for the camp director who is often too busy 

to act as censor.  For this reason we see a need for all or part of the censorship to be 

done by military police, i.e., a military policeman will visit each camp one or more 

times daily.  Kindly make the appropriate arrangements for this. 

 On 8 February 1941 Chief of the Army General Staff, Huber, wrote 

Beginning 15 February 1941 censorship in the refugee camps will be carried out by 

the police section of the territorial militia.  The military police are relieved of this 

function.  The same censorship rules will apply as in the military prison camps. 

 Interestingly enough, the communist agitation did not stop immediately.  Swiss authorities issued 

new rules on 1 June 1942 forbidding publication of a camp newspaper and abolishing all “leisure time” 

groups within the camps.  Anyone found in violation of the rules would be immediately returned to his/her 

country of origin.  The problems stopped. 

   
Fig. 1.  Letter from an Internee in Büren an der Aare Camp to the Geneva Red Cross.  Note that many organizations helped the 
internees with their correspondence, in this case the YMCA. It also appears that the internee was in an International Hospital. Swiss 
Censor 342 and Type 1 closer tape on reverse. 
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 Censorship was never very popular in Switzerland, largely because it slowed the mail and because 

many agencies of the Swiss government never clearly understood the potential value of information ob-

tained via the censorship process. 

 The Swiss censorship office was located in an old cavalry barracks in Bern/Bollwerk and was con-

trolled by the Swiss Army Department of Information.  All internee mail was required to transit this office. 

 Most collectors of Swiss WW II mail are familiar with the censorship markings and labels used in 

the country.  Censor numbers consisted of three purple digits.  Closer tapes were black and white (and a 

very rare brown variation) with the Swiss coat of arms and three languages.  Fig. 1 shows a typical exam-

ple of normal WW II Swiss censorship. 

 Schild reports that an average of 60% of the required mail was actually censored and that this 

number could go as low as 25% when staff was short.  Most of the mail from the numerous internee camps 

to the Geneva Red Cross shows no signs of formal censorship. 

 It was in a lot of covers of the type noted above 

that I found something very different, shown front and 

back in Figure 2.  There are many odd things about the 

cover: 

 The letter has inland postage paid – most camp 

mail was free. 

 The postmark (7.XII.43) is Feldpost23 – not a 

camp postmark. 

 The return address sounds like a private build-

ing – not a camp. 

 The service that provided the cover was for aid 

to civilian refugees. 

 The censor mark on the back flap had never 

been previously seen. 

I immediately put out a call for help from the Swiss 

WW II experts and what follows is our story. 

 Refugees crossing the Swiss border were de-

tained in quarantine for up to three weeks.  The quar-

antine camps were under the control of the Swiss 

Territorial Militia from 1942 to 1945.  The guards were 

Swiss troops of the militia.  Refugees could not leave 

the camps while they were in quarantine.  Following 

the three week quarantine period the individuals were 

sent either to a regular civilian camp or to a military 

camp. 

   
Fig. 2.  Described in the text 

 
Fig. 3.  Approval to visit a refugee in the Basel Camp, dat-
ed 4 December 1943 (ex Stutz). 
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 Postal privileges of the refugees during the quarantine 

period were severely limited.  The Swiss feared that successful 

refugees would send information on how they crossed the border 

to other potential refugees.  Refugees in the camp could write to 

the Red Cross but no personal mail was allowed.  The cover in 

Fig. 2 was sent by a refugee in quarantine in Basel. 

 Visitors to refugees in the camp were also tightly con-

trolled.  Figure 3 shows an approved visit application, signed by 

the camp commandant. 

 In Basel, the refugee reception/quarantine camp was lo-

cated at Elisabethenstrasse 21 (Figure 4).  For civilian refugees in 

the camp letter postage was not free, even to the Red Cross in 

Geneva. 

 From 2 September 1939 to 23 June 1945 the handling of 

the mail at the Basel refugee camp was in the hands of the Swiss 

military unit Feldpost 23.  The censor mark is “Flüchtlingerslager 

Basel Stadt” and was probably applied by the commandant of the 

installation on the open flap of the letter presented to him by the 

internee.  He then sealed the letter and sent it on.  We see on the 

front that the Red Cross assigned file number 992 to the case. 

 At the time of this writing this is the only known example 

of this Swiss censor marking.   Given the time that the Basel 

camp was in operation there should be other examples around.  

The author would be most grateful for examples. 

 

 

Good to Know! 

Stamps from Miniature Sheets 
by Werner Gattiker  

This article was published in June 2013 in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is reprinted here with the 
gracious permission of the Helvetia Philatelic Society and the author. 

 

 

 In Switzerland the use of single stamps taken out of miniature sheets separately has always been 

permitted.  When printed albums were more popular than now, they provided spaces for most of these sin-

gles torn or cut from miniature sheets, and such singles were much sought-after, more so perhaps than 

nowadays. 

 However, it is still useful to know how to tell such miniature sheet stamps from their counterparts 

issued in sheets, where that is possible.  In most cases MS stamps differ in design, face value, colour or per-

 
Fig. 4.  The Basel Refugee Camp at Elisa-
bethenstrasse21, photo dated 1938 from Ba-
sel Archive, Item 9042 (ex Stutz) 
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foration from normal sheet stamps, and usually the differences are very obvious.  There are three minia-

ture sheets, where differences are much more subtle, or indeed absent, and it is sometimes possible to find 

the much scarcer miniature sheet stamps among accumulations of normal sheet-printed stamps. 

 The first Swiss miniature sheet, the NABA of 1934 (Zumstein W 1) contains four values of the new 

1934 landscape series, and to all intents and purposes it is not possible to distinguish single stamps from 

the NABA sheet from ordinary sheet-printed stamps (Z. 195, 196, 197, 198).  For that reason MS stamps 

are not catalogued separately, and quite rightly so.  The situation changed with the 1936 Defence Fund / 

Pro Patria miniature sheet (Zumstein W 8).  Its stamps (Z. W5-W7) are printed on grilled granite paper 

with blue and red fibres – middle illustration above, while the sheet stamps (Z. W2-W4), equal in size, col-

our and perforation, were printed on ordinary granite paper with black and red fibres. 

 The stamps in the 1938 Aarau miniature sheet (Zumstein W 11) can be separated from the normal 

stamps (Z. 215 and Air 22) as follows: The 20c Salvatore stamp (Z. W 9) is printed on granite paper (with 

blue and red fibres) while the normal sheet stamps are on plain white paper.  Also, the stamp from the 

Aarau MS is less deeply engraved and appears paler than normal stamps.  The 10c on 65c Airmail sur-

charged stamp from the miniature sheet (Z. W 10) only measures 20½ mm high – above right, while the 

normal sheet-printed stamps are 22 mm high (extent of the printed area) – above left.  There are other dif-

ferences [for example, in the stamp from the MS, the wings do not reach the edge of the stamp – ed.], but I 

have stated the most obvious. 

 

 

The Wahlen Plan 
by David Hope 

This article was published in the July 2016 Helvetia 
Philatelic Society Newsletter, and is reprinted here 
with the gracious permission of the author and the 
HPS. 

 The cover shown below came in an auction 

lot purchased last year.  It is possibly a first day 

cover but as the stamps are cancelled with an un-

dated military handstamp it is difficult to know.  

The receiving cancellation on the reverse is dated 

23rd March 1941, the stamps being issued on the 

21st. 

 However, what is more interesting about 

this cover is the text written above the stamps.  It 

reads in translation as: 'Written at the time when 

the cultivation of grain for bread was as important 

as the production of guns'.  The block of four post-

age stamps and the text refer to the Wahlen Plan.  

This was similar to the 'Dig for Victory' campaign 

in Great Britain. 

 The Federal Government had decided to try 

to increase the food supply to avoid problems such 

as had happened during the First World War.  On 

15th November 1940 Friedrich T. Wahlen, head of 

agricultural and home economics at the Federal 

Office for War Food, presented his plan to the pub-

lic.  Its aim was to meet the food needs of Switzer-

land without relying on imports.  To do this the 

cultivated area was to increase from 183,000 hec-

tares to 500,000 hectares.  To achieve this would 

mean the killing of large numbers of livestock to 

release land for ploughing.  However, despite all 

efforts, the amount of cultivable land only in-

creased to 352,000 hectares.  Meanwhile the daily 

ration went from 3,200 to 2,200 calories per per-

son.  However there was no rationing of fruit and 

vegetables, while the production of potatoes dou-

bled.   

 One of the problems of achieving the full 

plan was the lack of manpower because of soldiers 

being on active service.  Also farmers were not 

keen on killing their animals and ploughing up 

pastures. 

 
The books that AHPS bought for the APRL, as 

reported on page 1 of the November 2016 TELL, 

have all been received at APRL and are ready 

for you to use them! 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 President Roger came up with an in-

teresting marking on a postal card (Figure 1) 

mailed in Yverdon 3 February 1904 to 

Pieterlen which is about 4 miles from 

Biel/Bienne. It has a receiving mark of 4 Feb 

at the Pieterlen post office and an additional 

marking that looks like balance scales and  

Pieterlen/S.B.B (Figure 2).  He is puzzled by 

the additional marking, why it was applied 

and what its significance might be.  Looking 

up in the Geographisches Lexikon der 

Schweiz which was published around the 

time of this postal card, I found that 

Pieterlen had a population of 1043 who lived 

in 118 houses and who were employed either 

in grape growing or in the watch or brick 

making facilities, none of which immediately brings a balance 

scale to mind.  And what is the relationship between the balance 

scale and Pieterlen and the railroad?  If anyone has an explana-

tion, let me know and I’ll publish the answer in a future column. 

 On the subject of railroads, I mentioned in my last column 

about the new definitive set SwissPost will be issuing over the 

next three years showing train stations from around Switzerland.  

For you railroad buffs, here is a list of the stations.  Already is-

sued are Brig, Luzern, Bellinzona, Genève, and Basel SBB.  Next 

year will see Appenzell, Interlaken Ost, Scuol, Zug, and Zürich.  

2018 will conclude with Alp Grüm, Bern, Fleurier, Huttwil, and Zweisimmen.  A nice cross section of the 

country. 

 As promised in my last column, here are the quantities issued for the issues of 2014: 

Value    Description           Zumstein Quantity 

1.00 150th Anniversary of Japanese-Swiss diplomatic relations 1491     300,000 

1.90 150th Anniversary of Japanese-Swiss diplomatic relations 1492     300,000 

  75,000 sheetlets of 8, 4 each value 

1.00 100th Anniversary of Swiss Air Force, F/A-18 Hornet  1493  1,200,000 

  120,000 sheetlets of 10 

 
Fig. 1.  Card to Pieterlen 

 
Fig. 2.  The marking in question 
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1.40 100th Anniversary of Swiss Air Force, F-5 Tiger  1494     900,000 

  90,000 sheetlets of 10 

1.00 125th Anniversary of Swiss Feldpost    1495     800,000 

1.00 100th Anniversary of the Swiss National Park triptych  1496-98    800,000 

  2,400,000 total for the 3 values 

0.85 International Year of Crystallography, Epidot   1499  1,500,000 

1.00 International Year of Crystallography, Amethyst  1500  1,400,000 

1.00 Fred & Fun, Fred the Detective    1501  1,510,000 

1.00 Fred & Fun, Find Fred      1502     190,000 

  Booklet of 8 #1501H and 1 #1502H 

  also issued as a pair of two stamps 

1.00 Renewable Energy      1507     800,000 

1.00 125th Anniversary of the Pilatus Railroad   1508  1,400,000 

  140,000 sheetlets of 10 

1.00 Europa - Musical Instruments - Dulcimer   1509     650,000 

1.00 Europa - Musical Instruments - Alphorn   1510     650,000 

  se-tenant pair 

1.00 Special Olympics      1511     700,000 

1.00 Swiss Cities - St. Gallen     1512     800,000 

1.00 Swiss Cities - Luzern      1513     800,000 

1.00 Swiss Cities - Lugano      1514     900,000 

1.00 Russian-Swiss joint issue, Bern Clock Tower   1515     800,000 

  100,000 sheetlets of 8 

1.40 Russian-Swiss joint issue, Moscow Kazansky Tower  1516     600,000 

  75,000 sheetlets of 8 

0.85 Wildlife - Mouse Weasel     1520  1,900,000 

1.00 Wildlife - Alpine Marmot     1521  1,900,000 

1.40 Wildlife - Nutcracker      1522     600,000 

1.90 Wildlife - Red Deer      1523     600,000 

5.00 Thorens Turntable and Record souvenir sheet   1524     300,000 

1.40 Lindauer Postal Coach      1525     600,000 

0.85 Christmas - Manger Scene     1526  7,900,000 

1.00 Christmas - Santa Claus     1527  7,900,000 

1.40 Christmas - Advent Wreath     1528  2,200,000 

1.90 Christmas - Cookies      1529  1,400,000 

2.00 Swiss Landscapes - Emmental souvenir sheet   1530     260,000 

1.00 Pipilotti Rist (tongue)      1531     800,000 

  100,000 sheetlets of 8 
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0.85 + 0.40 Pro Juventute - Lantern parade   WI 412  2,000,000 

1.00 + 0.50 Pro Juventute - Story reading    WI 413  1,800,000 

1.00 + 0.50 Pro Juventute - Christmas cookies   WI 414  2,000,000 

  Quantities include sheet and booklet versions 

 

0.85 + 0.40 Pro Patria - Village Museums, Binningen  WII 325 700,000 

0.85 + 0.40 Pro Patria - Village Museums, Curio   WII 326 500,000 

1.00 + 0.50 Pro Patria - Village Museums, Porrentruy  WII 327 800,000 

1.00 + 0.50 Pro Patria - Village Museums, Willisau  WII 328 600,000 

  Quantities include sheet and booklet versions 

 

 Aerophilately Day - Worben postal card     13,400 

 Alpen Adria Lugano postal card      10,800 

 Fred & Fun postal card         9,400 

 140th Anniversary of the UPU postal card     10,900 

 Day of the Stamp - Saignelégier postal card     13,200 

 

1.00 + 0.50 Day of the Stamp - Saignelégier souvenir sheet WIII 102 240,000 

 

 And to the continuing saga of closing Swiss post offices, here’s the latest installment. 

1.  On November 5, 2016, the post office at 6047 Kastanienbaum (canton Luzern) was closed  

 [assumed by 6010 Kriens] [K-cancel K1044 was last used on that date] 

2.  On November 11, 2016, the following post offices were closed: 

 3992 Bettmeralp (canton Valais) [assumed by 3992 Bettmeralp]  

  [K-cancel K158b was last used on that date] 

 1993 Veysonnaz (canton Valais) [assumed by 1997 Haute-Nendaz]  

  [K-cancel K1376 was last used on that date] 

 3472 Wynigen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3472 Wynigen] [K-cancel K993a was last used on that date] 

3.  On November 12, 2016, the following post offices were closed: 

 1219 Aïre (canton Genève) [assumed by 1219 Le Lignon] 

 3004 Bern 4 Felsenau (canton Bern) [assumed by 3017 Bern] 

 7304 Maienfeld (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7310 Bad Ragaz]  

  [K-cancel K517b was last used on that date] 

 4334 Sisseln (canton Aargau) [assumed by 4332 Stein AG] 

4.  On November 18, 2016, the post office at 2117 La Côte-aux-Fées (canton Neuchâtel) was closed  

 [assumed by 2108 Couvet] [K-cancel K1331 was last used on that date] 

5.  On November 19, 2016, the post office at 1110 Morges 3 Grosse Pierre (canton Vuad) was closed  

 [assumed by 1110 Morges 1] 

6.  On November 25, 2016, the following post offices were closed: 

 6596 Gordola (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6595 Riazzino] [K-cancel K825 was last used on that date] 

 4703 Kestenholz (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4702 Oensingen] 

 6983 Magliaso (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6987 Caslano] 

 6386 Wolfenschiessen (canton Nidwalden) [assuemd by 6386 Wolfenschiessen]  

  [K-cancel K674 was last used on that date] 

7.  On November 26, 2016, the following post offices were closed: 

 1893 Muraz (Collombey) (canton Valais) [assumed by 1868 Collombey-Muraz] 

 1911 Ovronnaz (canton Valais) [assumed by 1912 Leytron] [K-cancel K759a was last used on that date] 

8.  On December 2, 2016, the post office at 8897 Flumserberg Tannenheim (canton St.Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 8890 Flums] [K-cancel K827 was last used on that date] 

9.  On December 7, 2016, the post office at 1678 Siviriez (canton Fribourg) was closed [assumed by 1680 Romont] 

(Continued on page 19) 
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AHPS Auction 166 
Closing date is February 20, 2017 

  This auction offers a great variety of Swiss stamps and covers that should appeal to all of our mem-

bers.  Included are many early issues, small lots, covers and K, Z and S issues.  All items are priced to sell!! 

 The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (S ) as appro-

priate.  Values are from the 2012 Zumstein.  Airmail covers are listed and valued per the 2000 

Schweizerisches Luftpost-Handbuch where appropriate.  Catalog values are converted to dollars at the rate 

CHF 1 = US$ 1.00.    

  Most lots are scanned on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org.  A few lots are 

illustrated on page 17 to whet your appetite. 

 Please send bids to auction manager Gerry Diamond by February 20, 2017 by either 

 Email:  gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

 Mail: 60 Silver Birch Lane, Pearl River, N.Y. 10965-1233.  E-mail bids are preferred and will 

be quickly acknowledged.   

 When emailing your bids, don’t forget to include your address.  

 Sellers:  Contact me in advance so that we can discuss any material that you wish to submit. 

      Regards, Gerry  
 

Lot 

# 

Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

Postage Stamps  -  Strubels and Sitting Helvetia.  These are priced at catalog 

value.  Any premiums for condition etc. should be considered when you bid. 

1  Z 16 II, S 8b.  10 Rp. Orange.  Two  f-vf 3 full margin copies, light grill cancels.  

Great for plating. 

$400.00 $65.00 

2 Z 17 II, S 9.  5 Rp. Rayon I, Light Blue and Red, used with 4 full margins,  

light grill cancel.  Small shallow thin at right border.  

160.00 25.00 

3 Z 20, S 12.  15 Rp. Vermillion Rayon III tied to small piece.  4 frame lines,  

just touching at LR.  VF with central Blue grill cancel. 

160.00 50.00 

4 Z 22C, S 24.  5 Rp. Yellow Brown Strubel.  4 margins, close at bottom and UL.  

Central light grill cancel. 

150.00 40.00 

5  Z 22D, S 25.  5 Rp. Brown with Black thread.   

Used with central Frauenfeld 22 Sept cancel.  3 full margins, just in at right. 

50.00 15.00 

6 Z 23AA.  10 Rp Blue on thin paper.  Used with 4 frame lines,  

just touching in a few places.  Light grill cancel.  Rarely seen item!!! 

1000.00 250.00 

7 Z 23A, S 16.  10 Rp Blue thin paper with Green thread.  3 full margins,  

just in at left.  Central grill cancel. 

90.00 25.00 

8 Z 23C, S 27.  10 Rp. Blue.  3 1/2 large margins, just in at LL.   

EGGERSREIT diagonal straight line cancel. 

65.00 25.00 

9 Z 23CA, S 26.  10 Rp. Milky Blue Strubel.  3 large margins, in at right.   

VF with light circular cancel. 

250.00 70.00 

10 Z 24D, S 28.  15 Rp. Rose with Blue thread.   

VF central Langnau 18 Oct 58 cancel.  3 margins, Just in at right. 

95.00  25.00 

11 Z 25F, S 34.  20 Rp. Orange.  Used with central round cancel.   

3 1/2 large margins,  just in at TL  

340.00 90.00 

12 Z 26C, S 29.  40 Rp. Green with Red thread.  4 margins, close at LL.   

VF central Neuchatel 17 Avril 60 cancel. 

140.00 40.00 

13 Z 26C, S 29.  40 Rp. Green with Red thread.  3 1/2 large margins, just touching 

at UL. VF with Central grill cancel.   

140.00 40.00 

14 Z 35, S 48.  60c Bronze Sitting Helvetia.  Used, VF with Luzern cancel. 225.00 55.00 

15 Z 36, S 50.  1 Fr. Gold Sitting Helvetia.  Used, VF, with 18 11 79 date cancel.  

Very small thin at top perfs. 

150.00 12.00 

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/
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16 Z 49D, S 65.  25c Green Sitting Helvetia on granite paper.   

Used, F-VF with central date cancel 

125.00 30.00 

17 Z 55B, S 79.  10c. Rose cross and numeral on White paper.   

Used with central full date cancel. 

75.00 18.00 

18 Z 57, S 81.  15c Yellow cross and numeral on White paper.   

Used, VF, with corner cancel 

400.00 85.00 

19 Z 59AA, S 70a.  3c. Gray cross and Numeral on granite paper.   

Used, VF with central city and full date cancel.  

60.00 15.00 

20 Z 64B, S 76.  15c Dark Lilac cross and numeral.  Mint, centered to left.  Hinged  75.00 18.00 

21 185+ Cross and Numerals (unchecked) on 2 stock sheets.   

Great variety of shades and cancels.  No damaged.   

 25.00 

22 Z 67B, S 90.  25c Green Standing Helvetia perf. 9 1/2.   

Used, centered to top with light central cancel.  Fully Perfed. 

25.00 8.00 

23 Z 68Ec, S 95a. 30c Brown Standing Helvetia.  Mint, hinged, centered to top 60.00 15.00 

24 Z 70B, S 92.  50c Blue perf 9 1/2.  Used, fine centering with Luzern (??) XII 89 

cancel.  2 shorter perfs at top. 

475.00 25.00 

25 Z 71B, S 93.  1 Fr. Lilac perf  9 1/2.  Used with central city and date cancel.   

One shorter perf at right. 

125.00 10.00 

26 Z 72Da, S 88a.  3 Fr. Olive Brown Standing Helvetia.   

Used, F-VF with central city and full date 26 X 01 cancel.     

45.00 12.00 

27 Z 76F.  40c Gray perf 11 3/4.  Used with light boxed cancel. 35.00 10.00 

28 Z 77A-79A, S 98-100.  1900 UPU complete.  NH, fresh colors.   

25c value is well centered. 

150.00 35.00 

29 Z 92C.  S 111a.  3 Fr Brown Standing Helvetia.  Used, centered to right. 

Bold (H)erisau 23 X 07 central cancel. 

295.00 55.00 

30 Z 140Y.  60c Orange Seated Helvetia on chalky paper.   

Used, VF with light corner cancel. 

80.00 18.00 

31 Z 167-68, S 204-05.  1924 UPU.  6 used sets (unchecked)  10.00 

32 Z 168, S 205.  1924 UPU. 10  30c blue values.  7 are NH,  (unchecked)  10.00 

33 Z 243-51, S 270-78.  1941 Historic Builders.  VF, NH.   

All are UL corner margin copies. 

70.00 22.00 

34 Z F 34, S C 34.  5 Fr. from 1941 air set, used,  

VF block of 4 with central Bern cancel. 

150.00 25.00 

35 Z 349, S 376.  1959 30c Red Europa overprint.  Mint, VF, block of 4.   

Right side tab.  

60.00 12.00 

36 Z 349-50, S 376-77.  1959 Europa overprint set of 2.  Mint, VF blocks of 4.   

Left side tabs. 

120.00 25.00 

37 Z T 13-18.  Small stock card of 15 Telegraph stamps.   

Condition is mixed, mint and used.  5c to 3Fr. values. 

 12.00 

38 Z T 13-19.  Stock card with 1 – 7 of this issue.  All are mint.   

Most are VF, LH/NH   

 30.00 

K, Z, and S.  Each item is described separately  

so that you can fill in your empty spaces. 

39 Z K 1.  25c Blue Seated Helvetia.  Used, VF.   

Each stamp has central city and date cancel. 

325.00 65.00 

40 Z K 2.  2c Green Tell Boy.  Used, VF with central cancel.  54.00 10.00 

41 Z K 3.  5c Green Tell Boy.  Used, VF with light central cancel. 95.00 18.00 

42 Z K 3.  Same as above.  Mint, VF, VLH    20.00                    4.00 

43 Z K 4.  10c Red Helvetia.  Used, VF with nice central cancel. 27.00 5.50 

44 Z K 5.  2c Olive Green Tell Boy.  Used, VF with central cancel. 27.00 5.50 

45 Z K 7III.  5c Green Tell Boy.  Used, VF with light central cancel 30.00 6.00 

46 Z K 9.  15c Violet Bust of Tell.  Used, VF.  Each stamp has light central cancel. 250.00 45.00 

 47 Z K 12.  7 1/2c Tell Boy.  Used, VF.  Each stamp has bold central cancel 90.00 18.00 

48 Z K 16.  20 on 25 Seated Helvetia.  Used, VF with light cancel. 22.00 4.50 

49 Z K 22.  5c and 10c Red Lilac/Green.  Mint, VF, NH 45.00 9.00 
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50 Z K 22.  Same as above.  Used, VF.  Each stamp has light corner cancel.    90.00 18.00 

51 Z K 26Y.  5c and 10c Olive Green/Violet.  Used, VF with light cancels. 37.50 7.50 

52 Z K 27Y.  10c Bust of Tell.  Mint, VF, NH. 18.00 4.50 

53 Z K 28-31.  5, 10, 15 and 20c Landscapes.  Used, VF.  Each has central cancel.. 40.00 8.00 

54 Z Z 1.   15c and 10c Violet/Red Bust of Tell.  Mint, VF, NH.     21.50 5.00 

55 Z Z 1.  Same as above.  Used, VF.  Each stamp has light cancel 34.00 7.00 

56 Z Z 2.  10c and 15c  Red/Violet Bust of Tell.  Mint, VF, LH 55.00 11.00 

57 Z Z 3.  15c and 10c Vertical pair.  Used, VF with light central side cancel. 280.00 55.00 

58 Z Z 3.  Same as above.  Mint, VF, LH 35.00 7.00 

59 Z Z 9.  10c and 5c Green/Gray Violet vertical pair.   

Used, VF with central side cancel.  

32.00 6.50 

60 Z Z 10.  5c and 10c Red Lilac/Green.  Mint, VF, VVLH. 22.50 5.00 

61 Z Z 11.  5c and 10c Red Lilac/Green vertical Pair.   

Used, VF with light side cancels 

80.00 16.00 

62 Z Z 11.  Same as above.  Mint, VF, VLH. 35.00 7.00 

63 Z Z 15.  10c and 15c Blue Green/Lilac vertical pair.  Used, VF with light cancels. 35.00 7.00 

64 Z Z 16Y.  5c and 10c Olive Green/Violet.  Used, VF with light central cancel.  35.00 7.00 

65 Z Z 16Y.  Same as above from booklet.  Mint, VF, NH.  35.00 7.00 

66 Z Z 16Z.  5c and 10c Green/Violet.  Used with Grilled Gum.   

VF with central cancel 

120.00 24.00 

67 Z Z 17Y.  5c and 10c Olive Green/Violet vertical pair.   

Used, VF with central cancel.  

35.00 7.00 

68 Z Z 17Y.  Same as above.  Mint, VF, VLH. 27.50 5.00 

69 Z Z 17Z.  5c and 10c Green/Violet Vertical Pair.  Used with Grilled Paper.   

VF with central cancel.   

160.00 32.00 

70 Z Z 18Y.  10c and 5c Violet/Olive Green vertical pair.  Mint, VF, Hinged. 27.50 5.00 

71 Z Z 1, 4, 7, 13 and 16.   Starter lot of Z #’s.  All are VF, LH 43.00 9.00 

72 Z Z 5, 6, 8, 9, 14, 15, 17.  Another starter lot of Z #’s vertical pairs.   

All are VF, Mint LH/H 

48.00 10.00 

73 Z S 4.  10c Red Helvetia large hole pair.  Mint, VF, LH in center 80.00 16.00 

74 Z S 13.  7 1/2 c Gray Tell Boy large hole pair.  Mint, VF, LH in center 90.00 18.00 

75 Z S 16,   20c on 15c overprint.on large hole bust of Tell.  VF, NH 27.00 6.00 

75A Z S 30.  20c Orange Red Bust of Tell.  Small hole pair.  Mint, VF, NH 35.00 7.00 

76 Z S 31.  5c Gray Violet Tell Boy small hole pair.  Mint, VF, NH. 15.00 3.00 

77 Z S 33.  20c Carmine Red Bust of Tell.  Mint. VF LH in center 40.00 8.00  

First Flight and Special Flight Covers 

78 SLH RF 24.4.a.  Intl. Flugmeeting Lausanne 29 5 24.   

Franked with pair of F3 and 20c Bust of Tell. 

50.00 15.00 

79 SLH SF 25.2.  10 V 25 Basel – Zurich on special flugpostkarte  

franked with special vignette and F5  

75.00 25.00 

80 SLH RF 26.7 c.  1926 NHORA flight La Chaux de Fonds – Basel.   

Franked with F3 and 5c Tell Boy.  Backstamped LeLocle 

50.00 15.00 

81 SLH SF 26.7.c.  1926 Africa flight Zurich – Alexandria.  Franked with F 5, F 10. 

and Z8/K 21 tête-bêche block, Then sent to Kobe Japan.  Backstamped Port Said 

and Kobe.  A great looking cover!!! 

140.00 40.00 

82 SLH RF 26.7.Ga.  1926 NHORA flight envelope with 20c Red  

Bust of Tell imprint.  F3 as additional franking. VF. 

50.00 18.00 

83 SLH SF 27.1.h.  27 2 27 Brugg – Yverdon Official Flight card.   

Franked with special vignette and F 4. 

40.00 15.00 

84 SLH 38.3.c.  1938 Pro Aero 31 V 38.  Sion – Zurich. 25.00 10.00 

85 SLH SF 40.2.P.  5 9 40 Red Cross flight Bellinzona station 24.   

Franked with F5, F10 and  F22.  VF. 

60.00 15.00 

86 SLH RF 49.1.K.  19 1 49  Zurich – New York.  Franked with a pair of  

F 44 40c 1948 airs on yellow envelope.  Backstamped New York.  150 flown. 

150.00 35.00 

87 SLH RF 49.2.e.  7 IV 49 Zurich – Chicago on candy striped envelope.   

Pair of 1948 airs F 44 are canceled 6 IV 48.  Backstamped Chicago. 

250.00 45.00 



January 2017   17   TELL  

88 SLH RF 49.2.f.  7 IV 49 Zurich - Detroit on candy striped envelope.  Pair of 1948 

airs F 44 are canceled 6 IV 48.  Backstamped Detroit. 

250.00 45.00 

89 Balloon “Contemplation” 17 VI 46.  Very early Dolder flight.   

200 cards flown.  VF 

250.00  40.00 

90 Balloon flight card 26 X 52.   

Canceled Offershofen with Blue triangle cachet.  VF 

35.00 10.00 

91 Balloon flight 3 5 54.  Dolder flight of Helvetia IV.  

Mixed Swiss Z 41 tête-bêche and Austria franking.  VF. 

165.00 30.00 

Miscellaneous 

92 Z WI 1, S B 1.  1913 Pro Juv on VF special card commemorating the date 

11/12/13.  Also franked with 2c and 3c Tell Boy and 10c Helvetia 

 10.00 

93 Z D VI 6 – 16.  OMS Technik set complete.  Mint, VF, NH.   

Each stamp has UL corner Tabs 

55.00 18.00 

94 1930 Sekula Cash Delivery set of 4 stamps mounted in a 4 page onion skin 

document explaining the PTT’s permission for use for the purpose of sending 

cash by frank..  The stamps were valid from Oct. 9-20, 1930 

 20.00 

95 Same as above but affixed stamps are the 4 stamps in tête-bêche.  This 4 page 

onion skin document is an actual cash payment voucher.  

 35.00 

96 160 Swiss Maximum cards.  Many are in complete sets.  Semis and regular 

issues.  Minor duplication.  Most are issues during the 1980’s. 

 30.00 

 

Lots 1 to 20; See www.swiss-stamps.org for all lots 

 
 

 Visit our "chat room" and bookmark it: https://www.quicktopic.com/51/H/qdRWHrshP637.  It's a 

good plce to ask questions and share news.  Thanks to Roger Heath for setting it up for us. 

https://www.quicktopic.com/51/H/qdRWHrshP637
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
              Elected Officers 2015-16 Appointed Officers

President 

Roger Heath 

2535 Ivy Street 

Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Home: 360-302-1006 

roger@rogerheath.com 

 

Past President 

Robert Zeigler 

9122 Behner Brook Court 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 

317-576-9020 

rzeigler@zcklaw.com 

 

Vice-President 

Charles LaBlonde 

15091 Ridgefield Lane 

Colorado Springs, CO 80921 

clablonde@aol.com 

 
 Secretary & Librarian 

Richard T. Hall 

P.O. Box 15053  

Asheville, NC 28813 

Home: 828-681-0581 

rtravis@alum.mit.edu 

 

 
 

 

Treasurer 
Bruce Marsden 
6685 Cuttalossa Road 
New Hope, PA 18938 
Cell: 973-432-6163 
mail@brucemarsden.com 

 
Regional Trustee West 

Dana Nielsen 

18133 Snohomish Ave. 

Snohomish, WA 98296 

360-668-2699 

dananielsen@comcast.net 
 
Regional Trustee Central 

Michael Peter 

P O Box 50256 

St. Louis, MO 63105 

314-725-6800 

mpeter@elpacocoatings.com 

 
Regional Trustee East 

Gerry Diamond  

60 Silver Birch Lane 

Pearl River, NY 10965 

845-623-3159 

gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

TELL Editor 
George Struble 
210 18th St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-4316 
503-364-3929 
gstruble@willamette.edu 
 

TELL Associate Editor 

Open 
 

Circuit Sales Manager 

Emil L. Tobler 
P.O. Box 26 
Bradford RI 02808 
Home: 401-377-2238 
Swissboy@verizon.net 
 

Auction Manager 

Gerry Diamond  
(see column 2) 
 
Publicity Chairman 
Open 

 

Awards Chairman 

Michael Peter 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 

(Continued from page 13) 

10.  On December 9, 2016, the post office at 1656 Jaun (canton Fribourg) was closed [assumed by 1637 Charmey] 

11.  On December 10, 2016, the post office at 6332 Hagendorn (canton Zug) was closed [assumed by 6330 Cham] 

12.  On December 17, 2016, the post office at 6776 Piotta (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6780 Airolo]  

 [K-cancel K71a was last used on that date after 49 years of service] 

13.  On December 31, 2016, the post office at 3216 Ried bei Kerzers (canton Fribourg) was closed  

 [assumed by 3210 Kerzers] [K-cancel K1170 was last used on that date] 

 

 The current issue (10/16) of the Berner Briefmarken Zeitung has an article which impacts on these 

lists of post office closings.  Under the headline “The Post to Close 500-600 Post Offices”, the article says 

that over the next three years another 500 to 600 post offices will close, bringing the number of post offices 

from around 1400 today to between 800 and 900 by 2020.  These closings will affect some 800,000 people 

and impact some 1200 employees of the Swiss Post. 

 

So I guess my columns will not lack closings with an average of around 15 closings per month over the next 

three years! 

 

What Else is Going On? 
 The book on razor cancels, of which Roger 

Heath is a co-author, won a large vermeil award in 

the first-rank literature competition in Sindelfin-

gen.  Our sister journal Arbeitsgemeindschaft 

Schweiz e.V., edited by Hans Zinken, also received 

a large vermeil award.  Congratulations to both! 

 Did you see the nice article in Linn's Samp 

News of November 21 on the Swiss andscape Is-

sues of 1934 and 1936?  Dick Hall nominated that 

set to Fred Baumann as one of the Great Stamp 

Sets and provided some of the information; Fred 

did "most of" the research of the six-page article.  

The article sets the context, discusses the designs 

and Karl Bickel's role, and the varieties, such as 

the 1934 NABA sheet and the se-tenant and tête-

bêche pairs.  If you would like a copy, either Dick 

Hall or George Struble can forward one to your 

email. 

 Fritz Graf recommends to us the website 
www.amcham.ch/key_topics/downloads/150910_UB

S_switzerland_in_figures.pdf, which contains inter-

esting current information about Switzerland in-

cluding a map with a breakdown of the languages 

and their distribution. 

 Switzerland is reducing the number of 

stamps in its annual Pro Juventute and Pro Patria 

series to two stamps each.  The explanation is that 

recent changes in the law permit more social and 

cultural organizations to have semi-postal stamps 

issued, so the number of PJ and PP stamps is re-

duced in order to keep the total number of semi-

postal stamps reasonable.  The drop in sales of the 

PJ and PP stamps recently may also have been a 

factor. 

  

AHPS Auction 165  

Prices realized 
 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

2  $302.00  27  102.00  68  47.00  

3  102.00 28  42.00   69  22.00  

4  21.00  30   9.00 70 35.00  

5 20.00  31  8.00  71  56.00  

6 21.00 32   35.00 72  96.00  

7  51.00 33   39.00  74  7.50  

8  35.00 34  21.00    75 8.00  

10  19.00  35   31.00 75A  17.00  

11  43.00 38  32.00  *77  15.00  

12 23.00 40  18.00 78  13.00  

13 93.00 42  34.00  79  14.00  

14 28.00 43  26.00  81  11.00  

*17 55.55 44   23.00 83   42.00      

18 46.00 45  21.00 84  26.00  

19 307.00 47  46.00  85  32.00  

20 31.00 50  41.00  86  9.00  

21 21.00 51  11.00  89  152.00  

22  18.00    53  24.00  90   26.00 

23  36.00 61  17.00 91  39.00  

24  10.00  62   56.00  *92  20.00  

26  22.00  65   41.00 *  tie bids 
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